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June 16, 1961

The Honorsble John Fogarty, Chalrmen
House Approprisbtions Bubcomitbes

on 1abor-HEW
U.5. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Congressmen Fogerty:

In recent years the Nabiowvsl Tuberculosis Associabion has extended its in-
terests and efforts beyond tuberculosis combrol to include the broad scope

of all respiratory diseases which affect or are transmitted by the respiratory
tract. OF necessity, tuberculosis spscialists sre involved with disgnosis

and treatment of sll conditions of the chest; the growing incidence of chronic
respirstory disesse has sroused concern among many of these physiclans. 1t is
the hope of the NTA and its medical arm, The American Thoracic Sosciety, thet
their resources can conbtribute as effectively to the conbtrol of all respiratory
diseases as they have to the campaign sgainst a contaglous respirstory disease
for the past half cenbury.

The increase in mortality from maepy chronic respiratory illnesses is alarming.
Deabhs from smphysema, considersed a relatively rare disease a decade ago, grew
steadily from 3639 in 1955 to 7728 in 1959. The desth rate for cancer of the
vespiratory system has shown a relentless trend upward, increasing 25 per cent
in the pest five years, the most rapid rise in rate of any site in the neoplasn
aroup. In 1959, deaths from this cause exceeded those for disbetes, cirrhosis
of the liver, and motor sccidents -=- gll major causes of death in our soclety.
Tn 1959, respirstory disesses, including poeumonie but excluding cancer of the
respirvatory system snd tubsrculosis, were the cause of almost 80,000 deaths;
with the inclusion of the two latter diseases, the total exceedsd 128,000,

Because reporting of cases is not required for most of these diseases due to
theiy non-communiceble nature, their influence as a cause of dissbility cannot
be precisely evalusted. However, interviews of the population during the
National Health Survey indicate that respiratory conditlions of all types are
the mejor cause of days of restricted actis

s
Civity.

The vulnerability of lung tissue to invasion by bacteris or viruses or to
degeneretive changes way well be affected by extrinsic mesn-made agents. I
is only common sense to suspect the unfavorasble role of atmospheric pollution
in this increasing incidence of chest allments. Animsl experimsutation has
shown that effects of continucus exposure To chemical substances are often
destructive.
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We would be naive indeed t0 believe, with our exploding industrial technology,
that the pollution of our air, waber, and scil will lessen spontaneously.
Unless there is recognition by Congress of the need for a centrally directed
progrem for conbrol of envirommentsl pollution under the asgis of the Public
Health Service and that this prograag should receive highest priority, the
many valuable elforts of that sgency as well as s host of others in the
Faderal govermment will continue to bhe diluted.

The Bosrd of Directors of the NTA expressed this philosophy in the following
resolution adopted in May :

WHEREAS, The NTA has & broad interest in the protection of
health, particulsrly in the prevention end control of
respivatory diseases whish resuld from infectiouvs, chemicsl
and physical agents,

AND WHEREAS, It is dncreesingly clear thet chemical and
physical agents in all alr, waber, soil and food -- all
living and working enviromment -- coustitube a growing
threat,

AND WHEREAS, The effect of such noxious and toxle substances
sre cunulative -- albelt sowetbimes excsedingly slow -~ and
are exerted by surface action and by ingsstion as well as by
inhalation,

THEREFCRE BE IT BESOLVED, That the NTA express major concern
sbout all envirormental health hezerds, particulerly as they
relate to respirvabory disesses and thebt the NTA urge prompt
and vigorous scbion o be btaken to bring sbout thelr control
through & heightened and expanded natiounsl progrem under the
leadersghip of the U.5. Public Health Service,

We have seen tuberculosis, a communiceble disease which was the leading cause
of death in this country as late as 1909, bow to the combined onslaught of
medical sdvences and public heslth conbtrol. Although more than 50,000 new
cases of the disease in an sctive form are reporbed spvnually, & stabistic
which reveals cur fallure to explolt to the meximusn our weapons for control,

the trend of the disease is consistently downward.

The early campalgn sgeinst tuberculosis faced what must have seemed almost
insurmounbable odds ~- widesuvresd prevalence of the disease, lasck of public
understanding or rejection of control efforts because of the stigme attached

to tuberculosis, pathetically few tuberculosis hosplitals, and no therapy

except isolation and rest, a form of trestment which recuires the greatest
discinline and faith on the pert of the petient. What was to be achleved in
tuberculosis control came sboub through the willingness of certain leaders

to tackle a tremendous problem. Tn our opinlon, the problem of pollution of
man's enviromment can be delined in these ssme terms -- Lremendous, challenging
and urgent.
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e American public capnot be expected to apprecisbe the degree of hagard
h @h they heve crested for themselves in the by-products of their great
technological advances. It is therefore the responsibillity of public
health agencies to recognize the necessity for an sll-oul campaign to
control it to the point vhere et least the abtmosphere sround us is as
safe as twenbieth cenbury knowledge cep meke it, Whils the NTA is gravely
soncerned gbout the threat of alr y@?ﬁutimmg ite emphasis in no wey is %o
be congtrued ss minimizing the need for repewed effort to combat stream
pollution and obher envirommental heslth hazerds which sre mounting thrests
to our well being.
The NTA sineerely requests your earliest possible consideration of its proposal
becsuse of the urgency of the situation, and offers its services in any way
possible in this importent cempaisgn.

Sincerely yours,



